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the Sudeten area, which would itself be the main battlefield
Both nationally and internationally such a settlement would
have been an easier solution than territorial transfer. I did
my best to promote it, and up to a point with some success,
but even so not without misgiving as to whether, when agree-
ment was reached, it could ever be carried out without
giving rise to a new crop of suspicions, controversies, accusa-
tions and counter-accusations. I felt that any such arrange-
ment would have been temporary, not lasting."

One wonders when the advice which the letter contains
was first tendered. Had it been acted on at the end of
August instead of at the end of September, Czecho-
slovakia might still be a sovereign State. If Lord Runci-
man was right in his views in September, as he certainly
was, how came it that the British Cabinet and the British
public were previously so sadly misinformed? Or did
the Cabinet know the facts but hesitate to act on them
for fear of a public opinion which had been spoon-fed
with anti-German propaganda?

Herr Kundt, one of the Parliamentary leaders of the
Sudeten party, told the Czechs on August 17th, regarding
their offer of " self-administration " in four districts which
had been divided so that in not one of them would the
Germans have had a majority: "You still regard the
State as your State. You do not want to concede to the
other nationalities anything but a subordinate position.
What you have suggested as self-government is nothing
but a sham/5

The Czech military occupation was in full swing.
Brawls were frequent, especially at the week-ends, when
the burghers of Bohemia drink hard after hard days of
labour. Black eyes and sore heads were inevitable, but
presently men were killed on both sides.

France called certain categories of reservists to the
colours. Two Italian cruisers, due to leave Naples on a
world tour, were ordered to join their stations. . . . The